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Accomplishments and News (in alphabetical order): 
In March, A. Oforiwaa Aduonum secured sponsorship from the African 
American Studies, CTLT, Choral Area, School of  Music, and the College of  
Fine Arts to host Professor Ollie Watts Davis' campus-wide convocation and 
vocal-area workshop. Oforiwaa gave a talk, "Black Music: Confronting anti-
Blackness, Celebrating Blackness Unapologetically," to the Bloomington-
Normal Black Lives Matter Book Club. She also presented a talk, "Say it 
Loud: Unearthing the Roots of  Black Music." She guest taught two online 
courses for Agnes Scott College on memory, decolonizing music studies, and 
performance. Oforiwaa performed her nationally recognized and award-
winning Walking with My Ancestors for University of  Virginia (UVA) and 
conducted a workshop for UVA graduate students in Theater and Music.  
This April, Oforiwaa received the plaque and certificate for her Outstanding 
University Creativity Award. She 
directed the African music and 
dance ensemble during a live-
streamed concert at Kemp.  Dr. 
Aduonum conceived of  and co-
facilitated the 4-part 
decolonization series with Cora 
Swenson Lee this semester. Two 
of  her articles are 
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forthcoming next month in the Ethnomusicology 
Journal.  
Allison Alcorn has a book review published in the 
forthcoming issue of  Notes: The Journal of  the Music 
Library Association reviewing Nicholas Thistlethwaite’s 
Organ Building in Georgian and Victorian England 
(Boydell, 2020). Throughout 2020-21, she has 
participated in ISU’s Leadership Initiative program and 
is finalizing a project that will help campus and 
community health, wellness, and family resources 
become more immediately accessible to faculty. Allison 
has been selected as the Teaching Scholar in Residence 
in the area of  student engagement with CTLT for 
summer and fall terms 2021. Her research and work 
will center on the role of  curiosity in engaging and 
motivating student learning.   
Glenn Block reports that the ISU String Symphony 
played its final concert of  
this academic/pandemic 
year with its first concert 
with an audience since 
March, 2020! The 
program included the 
Shostakovich Chamber 
Symphony and the 
winning composition of  
the ISU RED NOTE 
New Music Festival 
composition competition 
Sinfonietta #2 by the 
Polish composer Maciej 
Balenkowski.  The 
Symphony was able to 
perform the Sinfonietta 
without a conductor, 
highlighting their wonderful sense of  chamber music 
playing and capping their performances of  this 
semester.  Composer Balenkowski was able to join the 
students for a Zoom rehearsal from Poland!  The ISU 
Symphony will be returning to a full ensemble in the 
fall, welcoming back winds/percussion. Over the 
summer, Dr. Glenn Block will be returning to South 
America and Italy to guest-conduct festivals and 
orchestra concerts in Argentina, Brazil, Chile, Paraguay 
and the Guadiagrele Opera Festival in Italy that had 
been rescheduled from the summer of  2020.   
On Saturday, April 24th, Renee Chernick gave a 
presentation via zoom to the Peoria chapter of  MTNA 
(PAMTA).  The presentation, “Moving on to 
intermediate piano repertoire after method books: How 
and when to do so" was well-received by their 
members.  
Benjamin De Kock reports that the bass studio 
participated in a string area recital in which each 
person performed a movement from the 3rd cello 
suite. Dr. De Kock will be leading a master class 
online for the Bogata Bass Conservatory on May 10th 
over Zoom, where he will work on excerpts with up 
30 bassists in the area.  Later this summer he will 
teach at the Lamont Summer 
Academy in Denver 
Colorado.  Dr. De Kock 
reports that student Alyssa 
Trebat was accepted into the 
Orford Festival this summer 
online and will study with 
Andrew Raciti (Milwaukee 
Symphony and 
Northwestern).  The bass 
studio will stay in contact 
over the summer and work 
on selected excerpts, solos, 
and seating audition material 
for the Fall.   
Violin professor Sarah 
Gentry is retiring at the end of  
this academic year.  Dr. Gentry has served on the 
faculty since Fall of  1992, teaching scores of  violin 
students, coaching chamber music, leading violin 
pedagogy courses, and performing with the Faculty 
String Quartet, the Faculty Piano Trio,  and with 
numerous other colleagues.  Our sincere 
congratulations and warm wishes go out to Dr. 
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Dr. Sarah Gentry preparing for a faculty recital in 2015.
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Gentry!! Thank you for being a truly wonderful 
colleague.  You will be missed!! 
David Gresham presented a recital at the Center 
for the Performing Arts on 
April 6.  The program 
included his transcription 
of  Beethoven’s 5th violin 
sonata (the “Spring” 
sonata) and Brahms’ 2nd 
clarinet sonata.  Dr. 
Gresham’s wife, Momoko, 
collaborated with him on 
piano.   
Rachel Grimsby, in 
collaboration with John 
Feierabend, published a 
recorder method book with 
GIA Publications in early April. Rachel also recently 
presented her study, Common Discord: Music Educators 
and Special Education Paraprofessionals in a Community of  
Practice at the American Education Research 
Association national conference.   Additionally, 
Rachel reports that music education student Grace 
Reuter received the CTE Student Recognition of  
Excellence Award, and music education student Josh 
Gumina earned a spot in the 10th Annual Music 
Technology and Leadership Academy.  
Congratulations, Grace and Josh! 
Mark Grizzard conducted Belle Voix in the Choral 
Showcase concert on 
Sunday, April 25.  In-
person students and online 
students collaborated on a 
collection of  virtual choir 
videos (including 
"Makutekahu") as part of  
hybrid choral study.  
 
Kevin Hart and his 
groups (Vibe Tribe and 
Trio) are looking forward 
to a summer of  upcoming performances throughout 
Central Illinois. Currently scheduled venues include 
Connie Link Amphitheater, ISU Concert on the Quad, 
Medici Craft Beer and Jazz Fest, Betty Jayne Brimmer 
Center Summer Jazz Series, Central Illinois Jazz 
Society Concert, Levitt Amp 
Springfield Music Series, Market 
Days at the Gables, and 
McDrew Tennis and Jazz Fest.  
Visit www.kevinhartjazz.com for 
details on Kevin’s summer 
performances.   
Phillip Hash was featured in a 
recent Redbird Scholar article 
titled “Redbird Scholars Track 
the COVID-19 Pandemic’s 
Impact on Education.” The 
study discussed in the article, 
“Remote Learning in School 
Bands During the COVID-19 Shutdown,” appeared in 
the January issue of  the Journal of  Research in Music 
Education.  Dr. Hash also published a study on 
“Reliability and Construct Validity of  the edTPA for 
Music Education” in the Journal of  Music Teacher 
Education and presented a guest lecture on historical 
research to graduate students at the University of  
Memphis.  Dr. Hash reports that the 2021 Illinois State 
University Band Director Workshop will be held 
virtually via ZOOM on Wednesday, June 16 from 
9:00am to 3:00pm. Registration for directors is $15.00 
and includes 5 hours of  ISBE Professional 
Development credit at no additional charge. 
Registration for full-time 
students is $10.00. Clinicians 
include Rachel Hockenberry 
(ISU horn faculty); Tom 
Merrill (ISU alum & Bob 
Roger’s Travel); Mack Wood 
(ISU Associate Director of  
Bands); Roy Magnuson and 
Roger Zare (ISU composition 
faculty); and Justin Johnson 
(2021 Illinois Teacher of  the Year 
& Niles West High School). Click 
here to register.   
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Members of  Belle Voix perform on April 25th.
Congratulations to these faculty members who 




Impact Awards are given by U-College to 
faculty and staff  who have made important 
contributions in the lives of  first-year students. 
May 2021
Tony Marinello gave a guest lecture to students in 
the Conducting II course at Texas State University. 
The presentation was on programming, planning, and 
personal growth as a practicing music educator. He 
was also able to give presentations to the students in 
two bands at L. C. Anderson High School (Austin, 
TX) where ILSTU alumnus Jeff  Cleveland is the 
Associate Director of  Bands. Tony was also able to 
give a virtual clinic to the students in three bands at 
Lakes Community High School (IL) where ILSTU 
alumnus Matthew Kastor serves as Director of  Bands. 
The Lakes Community High School Bands had just 
returned to in-person music-making in early April and 
are giving a concert in early May! The Illinois State 
University Symphonic Band gave its final concert 
performance on Wednesday, April 21 in the Center 
for the Performing Arts to a limited (but much 
appreciated) audience. The Symphonic Band was split 
into two groups to accommodate spacing guidelines. 
The Foeller Band and Livingston Band were named 
after former Illinois State University directors George 
Foeller and Ed Livingston. George Foeller passed 
away in December and we were honored to have his 
wife Elizabeth Foeller at the concert where we were 
able to pay tribute to her and the incredible legacy of  
George. On Saturday, April 24, the Illinois State 
University Wind Symphony performed a wonderful 
concert of  varied repertoire for mixed ensembles. The 
concert was played to a live audience and were able to 
honor scholarship recipients as well as students who 
will graduate or leave to student teach. It was a 
wonderful culminating event to the academic year. 
Thank you to everyone that made it possible and 
supported our incredible students along the way. 
These concerts truly were a “team win” for all of  us. 
Thank you.  
 Joe Matson has continued to work as a copyeditor 
for Oxford University Press. Recent projects include 
books on “The Barber of  Seville” and music and 
Shakespeare. In total, he has copyedited more than 30 
books and more than 1,700 encyclopedia articles.  In 
his capacity as the web manager for the midwest 
chapter of  the American Musicological Society, Joe 
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Congratulations to these recipients of  our 
 Endowed and Named Scholarship Awards! 
Alycia and Hans Fuchs Scholarship: Qingyang Yu 
Barbara G. Wiltberger Scholarship: Madeline Brown  	    
    and Ashley Storinger 
Charles Bolen Music Faculty Scholarship: Rachel  
    Nulf, Gina Russell, and Kirsten Townander 
Charles Stokes Music Scholarship: Ben Sanetra 
Dr. Lloyd W. Farlee Memorial Scholarship: Deonté  
    Mosely and Josh Sexton 
Erin Anne Livingston Award: David Basich 
Florence Runyon and Benny Kemp Scholarship:  
    Anastasia Ervin 
Golden Lyre Award: Emily Hansen  
Helen Merris Music Scholarship: Alex Hibbard- 
    Brown and Allyson Miller 
Hope Scholarship: Jean Garcera 
James Major and Amy Gilreath Music Scholarship:  
    Jeri Rethford 
Jason Royal Music Scholarship: Jem Frost 
John Ferrell Scholarship for Madrigal Singers:  
    Matthew Davis 
John J. Ireland Scholarship: Emily Hansen 
John R. Hansing Memorial Scholarship: Lydia  
    Hedberg 
Lloyd and Eleanor Fengel Scholarship: Grace Reuter  
    and Jimmy Spencer 
M.A. Reeves Music Research Award: Ivy  
    Buenaventura, Nick Lanz, and Lesli Woods 
Mary Jo Brown Scholarship: Mikayla Mindiola and  
    Grace Pauley 
Peithman Music Scholarship: Tyler Bloomfield 
Presser Scholar: Daniel King 
Professor Russell B. Bedford Scholarship in Music: 
    Nick Filano 
Robert C. And Susan Lee Walling Music Education  
    Scholarship: Breanna Latelle 
Robert Fred Kern Scholarship: Lucas Dahmm and  
    Nathaniel Parson 
SAI Collegiate Honor Award: Sophie Walker 
SAI Scholastic Award: Iris Leahy 
Samantha Marie Livingston Award: Sara Zittler 
Thank you to all the individuals, families, friends, and  
arts organizations who support these awards!
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helped to organize the chapter’s most recent 
conference, a joint meeting with the midwest chapter 
of  the Society for Ethnomusicology that featured a 
keynote presentation from Dwandalyn Reece, Curator 
of  Music and Performing Arts at the Smithsonian 
Institution’s National Museum of  African American 
History and Culture, and a panel on decolonizing 
music history courses. The conference was well 
attended and included 
musicologists and 
ethnomusicologists from 
around the world. He is 
currently running the 
election for new chapter 
officers. 
Anne McNamara was 
interviewed by Brass Out 
Loud on April 21st. Brass 
Out Loud or BOLD for 
short is an organization 
dedicated to promoting 
diversity in the general 
brass community. This 
"BOLD Chat" was done live on Facebook and has 
since had over 1700 views. Also in April, Anne was 
awarded a Wonsook Kim College of  Fine Arts 
Research Grant in order to further her research on the 
history and qualitative experiences of  women and 
non-binary trumpet professors.  
David Snyder, along with Michael Dicker and 
Adriana Ransom performed the Dvorak and 
Mozart Serenades with the Peoria Symphony on April 
17th.  The performance was recorded and was aired 
on WTVP on April 30th.  
Cora Swenson Lee and the ISU cello studio are very 
proud of  member Lydia Hedberg, who was awarded 
the John R. Handing Memorial Scholarship, and 
member Alex Hibbard-Brown, who was awarded the 
Helen Merris Music Scholarship, for their hard work 
and dedication which has been recognized by these 
honors. Congratulations!   
Rick Valentin released a series of  100 unique song 
arrangements and corresponding artwork as NFTs 
(Non-fungible Tokens) on the OpenSea marketplace 
along with an overview video explaining NFTs and 
blockchain and outlining his composition process.   
Visit: https://tedium.us/TDMNFT/ and  https://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ccqx8ix-7T4 for more 
information! 
Justin Vickers was 
commissioned to write 
program notes for Vanderbilt 
University’s April production 
of  Benjamin Britten’s Albert 
Herring. He also recently 
recorded a new podcast for 
Opus One: Octavo, a 
northeastern choral music 
ensemble, discussing Britten 
and society (available in May 
on Apple Podcasts). Justin is 
thrilled that his upcoming U.S. 
Fulbright Scholar Award to 
the United Kingdom will 
finally be realized from late-May through early-
December 2021, where he will complete the 
manuscript of  his authorized monograph The Aldeburgh 
Festival of  Music and the Arts: A History of  the Britten and 
Pears Era, 1948–1986 for The Boydell Press. Due to the 
Covid-19 pandemic, he will be in residence in 
Aldeburgh, with unfettered access to the Britten-Pears 
Archive. As a Fulbright Scholar to the University of  
Surrey, Justin is hosting an invited study day, Postwar 
Musical Reconstruction and Renewal in the British Isles, 
1945–1979, charting the postwar period through the 
start of  the Margaret Thatcher era and the subsequent 
radical decline of  governmental support of  the arts; 
the conference anticipates an edited collection of  
essays. Although an entire series of  recital, oratorio, 
and concert performances throughout England and 
France have been postponed due to the pandemic, he 
will still present invited lectures and masterclasses 
throughout the summer and autumn at Trinity Laban 
Conservatoire of  Music and Dance, London; 
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Music students are excited to receive the M.A. Reeves Music Research 
Award from Dr. Crimmins during class on April 15th.
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University of  Surrey, Guildford; and in association 
with Britten Pears Arts at The Red House (Britten’s 
home), Aldeburgh.   
Mack Wood reports that The Big Red Marching 
Machine concluded their spring marching season with a 
virtual performance to help kick-off  the Homecoming 
festivities. This performance has been viewed over 
14,000 times. It was a great showcase for the School of  
Music and a great representation of  the resilience and 
strong work ethic of  the students involved in BRMM. If  
you missed the performance, the video is available here.   
Roger Zare traveled to San Antonio, Texas, during the 
last week of  April to work with the Trinity Symphony 
Orchestra. Zare was selected by the Trinity University 
as the Stieren Guest Composer and was commissioned 
to write a new orchestral work. He also gave a 
presentation to the composition students. The TSO and 
its music director, Dr. Joseph Kneer, will premiere 
Zare's new work, NEOWISE, via YouTube in early 
May. During this past year, Roger was also 
commissioned by Boston Symphony violinist Lucia Lin 
for her "In Tandem" project, in which she 
commissioned ten composers to write duos for violin 
and other instruments that reflect on the injustices and 
challenges of  our time. His new work, Okjökull 
Requiem, named after a recently deceased glacier in 
Iceland, will feature Lucia Lin and pianist Gloria Chien 
in an online premiere late in May. 
 
Campus Box 5660 •  Normal,  IL  •  61790 -5 660 •  30 9.438 .7631
Congratulations to these 
students who performed degree 
recitals in April and May!  
Grace Bang, violin 
Jessica Bella, voice 
Daniel Bellamy, jazz piano 
Daniel Bellamy, piano 
Christopher Building, flute 
Eric Caldwell, trumpet 
Rhiannon Cosper, viola 
Erik Eeg, euphonium 
Cassidy Fairchild, horn 
Klara Farren, horn 
Erica Gallermo, piano 
Caleb Gibson, saxophone 
Elliott Godinez, percussion 
Trevor Gould, trumpet 
Josh Gumina, trombone 
Freda Hogan, clarinet 
Rachel Hong, piano 
Morgan Jasien, clarinet 
Alec Jenkins, clarinet 
Alice Kabira, trumpet 
Alexandra Karafolias, trumpet 
Daniel King, clarinet 
Kara Kirkus, clarinet 
Ryan Lauciello, percussion 
Ya Chun Lee, piano 
Natalie Anne Lindig, flute 
Xingchen Liu, piano 
Miguel Lumbao, guitar 
Joe Mehalek, percussion 
Jackson Miller, guitar 
Mikayla Mindiola, voice 
Mary Monaghan, horn 
Deonté Mosely, voice 
AJ Nemsick, trombone 
Trent Nolen, clarinet 
Jake Okzesik, percussion 
Nathaniel Parson, horn 
Nickolai Podvin, bassoon 
Jessica Pytel, violin 
Joseph Ritchie, tuba 
Christian Rucinski, clarinet 
Thomas Shermulis, clarinet 
Brianne Stief, flute 
Grace Suglich, flute 
Hunter Thoms, string bass 
Chuck Willard, percussion 
Samantha Wyland, flute  
Qingyang Yu, piano 
Dr. Zare and the Trinity University Orchestra.
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HAVE A WONDERFUL SUMMER  
AND THANKS FOR A GREAT YEAR!
